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assaults, killed thousands of Frenchmen, and ar-
rested the victorious career of Napoleon.

The French were forced to raise the siege and
retreat. Phelippeaux to complete his triumph
planned to pursue and destroy them, but his as-
tounding exertions proved too much for him and
he died of exhaustion in a couple of days. Had it
not been for his untimely death no Frenchman
of the Syrian army would ever have entered
Cairo, and no history of Napoleon would ever
have been written.

The rivalry with Phelippeaux is one of the
most interesting episodes in Napoleon's life.

But for one such enemy the young Corsican
had a dozen unfriendly critics and dislike, though
painting only in shadows, often accomplishes
vivid portraits. Take this one: M. de Romain, in
his work, "Les Souvenirs d'un oflicier royaliste,11
refers to Bonaparte thus: "He was younger than
I was, but he came as a comrade to us and one
officer after the other invited him to dinner in
the ordinary courteous fashion. I must confess his
face did not please me and I disliked his charac'
ter; his mentality and manner were so dry and
dictatorial for a young man of nineteen and a
French officer that I had no inclination to make a
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